Greeting by the President of the German
Association for American Studies

Prof. Dr. Carmen Birkle
Philipps-Universitit Marburg, Germany

Great research has been done over the last decade by the editors of and contributors
to the first and, as far as we know, currently only graduate journal in American studies
in Europe. Therefore, it is quite fitting that aspeers: emerging wvoices in american
studies celebrates the publication of its tenth issue in 2017. For a number of decades
by now, the German Association for American Studies (GAAS) has emphasized the
need for strong support of aspiring young scholars wishing to work in and to
contribute important research to the interdisciplinary field of American studies.
aspeers is a highly welcome and successful result of the integration of scholars of all
ages and disciplines in the American studies community. It is only through mutual
encouragement and cooperation that serious research and teaching will be able to
counterbalance a phenomenon recently termed post-factual or post-truth that shapes a
wotld in which countries are increasingly run by and through the social media and
where one-sentence tweets determine foreign and domestic politics. On behalf of the
GAAS, I congratulate aspeers on its tenth anniversary and wish the young graduate-

student editors all the best for many more issues to come.



	Stefan Schubert
	Foreword
	Stefan Schubert

	Greeting by the President of the German Association for American Studies
	Prof. Dr. Carmen Birkle

	Of Monsters, Frontiers, and Apocalypses: Ten Years of American Studies Graduate Scholarship
	Brendan Day, Maria Gileva, Jenny Hoang, Caroline Lyle, Maša Ocvirk, Adam Pekár, Anna-Krystina Ramacher, Annika M. Schadewaldt, Stefan Schubert, Jingya Shao, Nadine Wollmann, Boris Alfred Artur Zielinski

	“Every New Land Demands Blood”: ‘Nature’ and the Justification of Frontier Violence in Hell on Wheels
	Carlo Becker

	“We All Go a Little Mad Sometimes. Haven’t You?”: Psycho and the Postmodern Rise of Gender Queerness
	David Klein Martins

	What If the Pen Was Mightier Than the Sword? Civil War Alternate History as Social Criticism
	Renee de Groot

	Environment and Emotion in The Revenant: A Cognitive Approach
	Marijana Mikić

	Little Maison on the Prairie
	Prof. Dr. Anne Koenen

	“I Think We’re Going to Need Some Scary Monsters”: An Interview with Picador Professor Paul La Farge
	Paul La Farge

	Reflections by Former Editors
	Contributors

